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~ilUalcd 11"lfw"y bclwccn N"sllviJlc ,,"d I'r"nklin Uc"u-
tiful Midway, a McGavock stronghold for onc hundrcd
and twenly-fivc years, is one of thc show places in thc
I!rentwood area.

However, long bcfore the McGavock family scttlcd
here, it was thc homc of aboriginal tribes whosc idcntity
perished with them over a thousand ycars ago. Arch-
acologists have found the McGavock land to be one of
thc richest sourccs for scicntific rcscarch o( this primitivc
pcoplc. Attractcd by thc abundant springs af1d fcrtile rivcr
bottoms which wcrc ideal (or thcir agricultural pursuits,
tlley settled hero in considerable numbcrs judging from
tile graves and campsites uncovcrcd over tho years. Thcir
rclationship to thc American Indian, i( any, is unknown
sincc tllc savages qucstioncd by Nashville's earliest scttlcrs
disclaimcd any knowledge o( the ancicnt people.

Thcsc Stoncgr"ve Indians Ic(t an abundance of artifacts
which lIave found their way into collections ranging in
size (rom that in thc Smithsonian Institute to small ac-
cumulations in private home. Hundrcds o( arrowheads,
vcsscls, and objects of pottery, wood, stonc, sholl, honc,
and coppcr have been rcmovcd (rom the scene o( thcir
tcmplcs and townsites. Thcy havc provided an invaluahlc
insishl into thc lives of thcsc prehistoric Tcnncsseans who,
through some tragic disaster, met with destruction bringing
about what General Galcs Thurslon, in his study o( Indianli(c, rc(crrcd to as "the infinite pathos o( human li(c." Mid,,'ay, b'lil' a. thc hor,rc al Ly.andcr McGavock

The original McGavock homc was built hcrc by -.. - Lysandcr McGavock (1800-1855) around 1829. He was

thc son of David (1763-1838) and Elizabcth McDowell
McGavock. In 1786, David and Randal McGavock had
come from Virginia to the new settlement at Fort Nash-
borough and, in the name of their father, had taken up
ovcr 2,000 acrcs of the best land availablc around the release. He then went 10 England whore he died in 1865.
main village as well as several hundred acres near Frcc- In 1948, McGavock Haycs accidcntally discovered Cap-
land's Station. David McGavock and his family remained tain Harris's father's U. S. Naval officer's sword, his own
in Nashvillc when his brother came -lo Franklin and built Confederate sword, and a macbcle hidden in the attic al
Carnlon. Midway.

ParI of the tract o( land on which Midway was buill Livcstock and food werc constantly being hiddcn and
Was .inhcriled by Elizabcth Crockctt '( 1795-1862) who relricvcd during those li.mes when r.aiding enemy par lies
married Lysandcr McGavock in the early I 820s, while wo~ld swoop do.wn without warning. Va~uables were
some of it was bough I from her brothers. Hcr parents, buried or olherwl~c c.levcrly concealed, w~lle tho meat
James and Mary Drake Crockett, had cOme 10 Williamson was saved by placing II under a false roof In the smokc-
County when members of the. Crockett family m1gratcd house. Trcnches and b~castworks remained in the meado~s
here from Wythe County, Virginia, and :scttled around along creckbank~ untIl the golf grec~ was developed In
Brenlwood in 1799. recent years. This part of the spreading Jawn has never

Midway was buill in 1847 aflcr the first home burned. bcen under cultivation, having been used for over a
Its walls rose from slave made brick on a foundation of hundred year~ as past~re lands. .
native Jimcstonc blocks and other materials salvaged from Thc . beautIful famIly cemetery, enclosed by a.n Iron
the ruins of the earlier house. For a long time two of the fence, IS north of thc house. Here Lysander and Elizabeth
old servant houses and the smokehousc with it's nail- McGavock rest with Ihcir six childrcn-Ephraim, Cynthia,
studdc~ door, huge iron key, and hewn poplar salling trough Sally, E~ily, Hugh, and Margaret. Here also are resting
remained behind Ihc house recalling a distant ast. the bodies of Mr. and Mrs. Lysandcr Hayes and Mc-

A large "Spring flowed from thc soulhcrn ~.\opc of a Gavock Hayes. .
hillsile overhung by venerablc oaks whose boughs had In 1956 the property was .lca~ed by. the (amlly to the
shaded the redman long bcfore white settlers came with ~rentwood Cou.ntry Club.. WIth lIs whllc columns glea~-
axes, spades and ploughs to ravage the area's natural ~ng through a vIsta .of rol~lng r:ncadows and sha~e trees, It
beauty. lis waters refrcshed man and bcast for countless IS onc ~f I~C most Imposing sites to be found In an area
years and when thc railroad was being run through Drent- abounding In elegant ante-bellum homcs.
wood it was piped to the construction site. It gave its --- . -

name, "Good Springs", to a post office and stagccoacb
tavern on the pike near the Liltle Harpeth River. The
tavern was operated by the Ormes (amily with whom
Lysandcr McGavock traded land to straighten boundary
lines.

?u~ing the war Midway witnc..cd sevcral sharp
skirmishes and then shcllered the wounded of both sides.
II sc~ved as headquarters for various comm~nding officers,
and ItS grounds became the final rcsting place for at least
one Fcderal. soldier. During those grim days, Captain
Joseph Harris, whosc mol her was a niece of Lysandcr
McGavock, and who had grown up at Midway with his
sister after their mother's death, managed.1o slip home
for.a few. dar's visit. He was captured and imprisoned in
OhIo until hIs. (alher, a Fcdcral officer, cou1d secure his
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MIDWAY AND HAYESLAND
The histories of Midway and it's neighboring Hayesland are

much entwined and for that reason I have more or less combined
them.

Midway, two miles south of Brentwood, to the west of Highway
31 and so named because it is "midway" between Nashville and
Franklin was built in 1829 by Lysander McGavock. The original
house was partially destroyed by fire in 1846. Rebuilding began
the next year and the present 14 room Georgian home was completed
on the same site.

Lysander McGavock came to Nashville with his father, David
McGavock, from Virginia in 1780. He married Miss Elizabeth
Crockett and they came to Brentwood to build their home at Midway.
In 1852 their daughter, Emily, married Oliver Bliss Hayes, Jr.
This couple had built a beautiful new home atop a hill on property
to the north of Midway, which they had named Hayesland but the
house burned while they were on their wedding trip. The second
house, somewhat smaller, was built on a different site on the farm.
Their daughter, Elizabeth, married Dr. W.W Martin, a Methodist
minister and teacher of Hebrew at Vanderbilt and they continued to
make their home at Hayesland. Their daughter, Miss Emily Martin,
still makes her home in Nashville.

In 1924 the home at Hayesland, with a small portion of the
land, was sold to Mrs. William Smart and the remainder of the
property, which was extended as far north as Old Hickory Blvd, to
Mr. and Mrs. Henry Harry Hughes. In 1935 Mrs. Smart sold her
portion of Hayesland to Mr. and Mrs. A.J. Dyer (he of Nashville
Bridge Company). The land had been quite neglected but the new
owners brought it new life. The fields were restored to farm land
and orchard; a lake was constructed and stocked with fish and a
flock of wild mallards stayed to make it their home. Hayesland,
now called Boxwood Hall, bloomed again.

Mr. and Mrs. Hughes and Mr. and Mrs. Dyer have all passed away
and now the acres that once comprised Hayesland have given over to
yet another subdivision, to the riding fields of Maryland Farms,
to homes of the pre-subdivision era along the highway, to part of
the business section of Brentwood.

A son of Oliver Bliss and Emily McGavock Hayes, was married
in 1888 to Miss Hortense Cox and they went to Midway to make their
home and her sister, Miss Margaret McGavock, made her home with
them. Their daughter, Margaret, married Ferdinand Powell of
Johnson City. Their son, McGavock Hayes, continued to live at
Midway and in 1927 married Miss Ella Blanton Smith of Atlanta.
They had two daughters, Mary Elizabeth (Mrs. Frank Blair, Jr.) and
Margaret McGavock (Mrs. Jack McAllister) both of whom live in
Nashville.

The Little Harpeth River flows through the farm at Midway, and
during the time of Mr. and Mrs. McGavock Hayes' residence many a
children's wading party was enjoyed here. The mothers on these
occasions were ably assisted by Mrs. Laura Miles, who still makes
her home with Mrs. Hayes. For a number of years the Brentwood
Methodist Sunday School picnic on the Fourth of July was a
delightful affair hosted on the river bank by Mr. and Mrs. Hayes.
The home, with its wonderful collection of furnishings, was often
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opened for pilgrimages and for social affairs of the church and
community. Also remembered in connection with the river and still
with a little shiver of apprehension, are the gypsy encampments on
it's banks beside the highway, just outside the fences of Midway,
when the band was making the trip to bury the dead in Nashville.

Five generations of McGavock and Hayes families made their
home, but ill health forced the last McGavock Hayes' retirement
from farming and in May, 1956, Midway was leased on a long term
basis to the newly formed Brentwood Country Club. Mr. and Mrs.
Hayes moved to Forest Acres Drive, north of Brentwood where she
still lives. Mr. Hayes died in August of 1956.

Some renovations and alterations have been made at Midway and
the usual club recreation facilities added-tennis courts, swimming
pool, 18-hole golf course-but the beautiful old home remains much
the same in outward appearance and the family cematary in the
garden remains undisturbed.

In the very early years, a family by the name of Ormes owned
a piece of land near the present entrance gate on which they had
a tavern and a stage coach inn, in which the "Good springs" post
office was located. This land was later bought by the McGavocks
to round out their holdings. There was also a neighborhood school
on the farm, about a quarter of a mile from the house, and when the
fire occurred in 1846, the children came from school and helped
save a good portion of the furnishings.

Midway and the area surrounding it are indeed rich in history.
Lucinda McGavock, a niece of the builder, married Jeremiah George
Harris, who was with Commodore Perry when the trade treaty was made
at Tokoyo Bay. Harris, a "political editor who had no equal in
Tennessee," helped make James K. Polk governor and then president.
As a reward for his work he as commissioned commercial agent in
Europe and then disbursing agent for the Navy. His wife died in
1847 and their two children, Joe and Lucie, grew up at Midway, so
many of the interesting mementos of Jeremiah Harris' world travels
came to stay at Midway.

Midway was in the midst of considerable fighting during the
civil War and was used as a hospital for the wounded on both sides.
One source mentions the Battle of Brentwood here, where the
Confederate First Tennessee Cavalry Regiment defeated the Union
forces. (Thomas W. Davis was a member of this regiment and took
part in this battle.) At this time, Joe Harris was a captain in
the Confederacy. He had come home for a visit and had taken refuge
in the attic; however, when the fighting became so sharp, he came
down to take part and was captured on the grounds. Jerimiah
Harris, who was on the Federal side effected his son's release and
Joe was sent-or went-to London, where he died in August, 1865.

When Midway was leased in 1956, an auction sale was held of
an amazing collection of beautiful and interesting articles and
furnishings that had been gathered together over the years. still
among the many treasured possessions of the family are the cavalry
sword of captian Joe Harris, the Naval sword of Jeremiah Harris and
five calf bound Bibles printed in 1737, owned by one Joel- Hayes,
a long ago preacher, which in time will be handed down to Joel
Hayes McAllister.

A C--C/L-f] cm (La : f?c~LL~ r. t3 QWcrr,V ..
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.lUSTORIC BRENTWOOD..

M.id.Ray Plantation and the McGavock F~m_i_ly

For the past few weeks we have been discussing early
families of Brentwood. We are sure that we have conveyed the
impression that all of them were "wealthy and prominent," good
looking, and lived on Franklin Road plantations. Au contraire.
some of them were decidedly ugly. But many of them left legacies
to posterity, one of which is Midway Plantation (Brentwood
Country Club).

Midway was originally a Revolutionary War Grant to
,-Tames Crockett. It is usually associated with the McGavock
family because it passed into that family in the early 1800's
when Emily Crockett married Lysander McGavock. They built the
first Midway Mansion and so named it because of its being midway
between Nashville and Franklin, using little imagination.

Both the Crockett family, whom we have already
discussed, and the McGavock family came to Middle Tennessee early
(late 1700's). Both families came from Ireland, maybe at the
same time and eventually located in the same area in Virginia.
They fought in the Revolutionary War together, intermarried and
generally knew each other well long before coming to Tennessee.
Both families had extensive land holdings in Davidson and
Williamson County. Both, especially the McGavocks, built
substantial homes such as Two Rivers in Nashville and Carnton in
Franklin.

The progenitor of the McGavock clan in America was one
James McGavock. He was born in the early 1700's in Ireland at
"Carnton" (also the name of the McGavock mansion in Franklin).
He came to America as a young man and eventual~y made his way to
southwest Virginia, where he operated Fort Chiswell, the jumping
off point for migration into Kentucky and Tennessee. He amassed
thousands of acres of land in Virginia, Kentucky and Tennessee.
he sent two of his sons Randall and David to Middle Tennessee to
develop his land here. They did and prospered. Both became
active in civic affairs. Randall became mayor of Nashville
before moving to Franklin and building Carnton.

The first Brentwood home of Emily and Lysander McGavock
burned and the present house was built in the late 1840's. It
was occupied by five generations of McGavocks and leased to the
Brentwood Country Club in 1954. It was sold for development in
1984. When the golf club was built, many Indians remains were
found as well as breastworks dating back to the Civil War..

McGavock lands also included what is now Meadowlake and
Iroquois Subdivisions. It was given to Emily daughter of
Lysander and Emily McGavock upon her marriage to Oliver Bliss

-- Hayes, Jr. The first house built there also burned while the
l couple were honeymooning in Europe. McGavock houses were prone



MIDWAY
The original Midway was built in 1829 by Lysander McGavock,

son of one of Nashville's earliest and most prominent settlers.
It was built on what was a Revolutionary War grant to the Crockett
family but passed into the McGavock family upon the marriage of
Martha Crockett to Lysander McGavock. It takes it's name from
being midway between Franklin and Nashville. The present structure
was built in 1846 after the first house was damaged by fire. It
was occupied by five generations of McGavocks and was leased in
1954 to Brentwood Country Club. There were several skirmishes on
the grounds of Midway during the civil War. The house served as
command headquarters for both armies as they marched back and
fourth between Franklin and Nashville. When the golf course was
built, well preserved trenches and breastworks were found, as well
as many Indian artifacts dating to a much earlier date.

Brentwood Brochure
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MIDWAY PLAN1'ATION

Lysander McGavock, owner of Midway Plantation, was born
in 1801. In the 1820's he married Elizabeth Crockett, daughter
of James Crockett, who owned the land that later became Midway
Plantation. They built a home on the land after their marriage.
This home burned, and they built the present structure in 1846.

Midway Plantation was in its heyday in the 1850's.
According to the Slave Census of Williamson County, Lysander
owned 38 slaves in 1850. According to the Agricultural Census of
1850 the plantation was 1,000 acres, 600 acres of improved land
and 400 of unimproved land. The plantation was valued at $25,000
for tax purposes.

On the plantation were 33 horses, 5 mules, 25 milk
cows, 130 head of other cattle, 150 sheep, and 275 head of swine.
The value of the livestock totaled $4,720.00.

Also in 1850 the plantation was expected to produce 100
bushels of wheat, 100 bushels of rye, 10,000 bushels of corn, and
1,600 bushels of ':lats. Corn and tobacco were the main cash
crops.

Lysander McGavock died in 1855. The plantation was
divided among his heirs.

,



5:? HISTORIC WilliAMSON COUNTY

I the Rcvolution receiving his captainc)' at the age of oftc/l \\Tought havoc until ranking of1iccrs called a halt to
twenty-two in the First North Carolina Infantry. He was their disgraceful hchaviour. One soldier was ordered shot

I at thc hattie,s. o~ Brandy,,:inc, Germantown, Cave Creek, for his insolent and ahu~ive langua~c to\\'ard Mrs. Hadl~y.
and \\'as at King s Mountain where he \\"as badly wounded. Thcre \\'cre several Hadlcy sons In Confederate service
He married first a Miss Li\'ingston and secondly, in 1786, \\'hich did little to improve Yankee dispositions.
Hannah Holmes (1768-1837) the daughter of Archibald Whcn thc house was constnlcted around 1840, Asa
and Margarct McCullock Holmes of North Carolina. Vau£hn. a local master builder. \\'as employed as con-

The Hadlcys were in Williamson County by 1808 taking tractor. Thc w('lodwork is h:lndcarved: the floors are of
up grants of land and buying :ldditional acreages. Their white ash. Thcr.: were cxtl:lj\ivc orchards, including rare

i large log home stood some ten miles south of Franklin ('Iff fruit trees in which 1\1r. H:ldley took great pride. His
I the I_ewisburg Pike just west of \\'here the gravestone~ ,..f \\ife.s fragrant and spacious gardens ran back of the
I their old ccmcter)' rear up in a grove of trees. house :lnd were outstanding in a day when e\'ery lady
I . Joshua .H~dley was li~ing in Sumner Count)' when I~e !,rid.ed hcrsclf on. tl?wcr and kitchen plots, often quite
1 died. but It IS th('lught his body W:lS brought back to this Intrlcatcl~. and artistically arranged.
I cemetery for burial. No stone remains but a sink in thc Dcnn~' and Elizaheth Hadlcy wcre buried in the large

ground bcsidc his \\'ife's burial place indicates' a grave. family cemctcry on Concord Road. Thcir tombstones wcrc
Old timers in that sectiG/l used to say that Andrcw Jackson among those dcstro)'ed by developers a few years back.
was in the large crowd attcnding the funeral servicc. Thc property went out of thc family long ago and was

Joshua Hadlcy had the distincti('ln of being one of the the home of Mr. and Mrs. M:lson Houghland for man~.'
original members of the Society of the Cincinnati and years. Perfectl)' preserved, Grecn Pastures is o\\'ned toda~'
was a man of considerable wealth and prominencc. Solo- h~' Mr. and Mrs. William Hail.
mcn Odcn bought his homeplace about 1840. Mr. Hadley
also had extensive holdings near Brentwood where mem-

i hers of his family later lived. M'd T 7
j Therc were at Icast six Hadley children among whom I" a)
, was a son Dennv Porterfield (1797-1871) who, in 18:?!.

married Elizabcth C. Smith (1800-1876), tbe daughter of Situated halfway between Nashville and Franklin bcau-
Alexandcr and Sarah Jane Leiper Smith. Tbey built this tiful Midway. a McGavock stronghold for one hundred
elegant home upon 200 acres given them in her father's and twenty-five years, is one of the show places in the

I will. It was part of the grant received by the heirs of Brentwood area. .
Captain James Leiper after his death at the Battle of the However. long before the McGavock family settleu

, Bluff in 1781. here. it was the home of aboriginal tribes whose idcntit~.

perished with them over a thousand years ago. Arch-
3eologists have found the McGavock land to he one of
tile richest sourccs for scientific research of this primitive
people. Attracted by the abundant springs and fertile river
hottoms which were ideal for their agricultural pursuits.
they settled here in considcrable numbers judging from
the graves and campsites uncovered over the )'ears. Their
relationship to the American Indian, if any, is unknown
since the savages questioned b)' Nashville's earliest settlers
disclaimed any knowledge of the ancient people.

Thesc Stonegrave Indians left an abundance of artifacts
which have found their way into collections ranging in
size from that in the Smithsonian Institute to small ac-
cumulations in private home. Hundreds of arrowheads.
vessels. and objects of pottery, wood, stone. shell. bone.
and copper have been removed from the scene of their
temples and townsites. Thcy have provided an invaluable
insight into the lives of these prehistoric Tennesseans who.
through some tragic disaster. met \\'ith destruction bringing

Green Pastures, originally knou'n as Hadleyu;ood about~what Gencra! Gatcs Thurston, in his stud)' of Indian

! life. referred to as "thc infinite pathos of human life."
[ The house, originally called Hadleywood, rises from The original McGavock home was built here by ,
, slavcmade brick at the end of a long gentle rise and has Lysander McGavock (1800-1855) around I 8:?9. He was

one of the most beautiful approaches in this section. With the son of David (1763-1838) and Elizabeth McDoYo'c11
blooded horses grazing upon the rolling pastures that have McGavock. In 17X6, David and Randal McGavock had
never known a plough. it presents a rare scene of planta- come from Virginia to the ncYo' settlement at Fort J'~ash-
tion south at its best. borough and. in the name of their father. had taken up

Under the few primeval trees still standing Forrest's over :?.OOO acres of the best land availahle around the
cavalry camped during the war days. After the battle of main \'illage as well as several hundr~d acres near Free-
Nashville the house was used as a hospital, and Federal land's Station. David McGavoek and his family remained
troops occupying the residence and surrounding woodlands in Nashvillc when his hrother camc to Franklin and buill

;
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rcll.';j'c. Hc Ihl'n "cnt tl) I'::n,-:iand ,\hcrc hc dicd in 1865.
In J ')4S, Mc(javock Haycs :Iccidcntally discovcrcd Cap-

o tain Harris's fathcr's U. S Nava] l)fficcr's sword, his own
Confcdcratc sword, and ;1 machctc hidden in thf: attic at
Midway.

Livcstock and food '\.crc con~tantly being hiddcn and
rctricvcd durin~ those times ,\'hcn raiding encmy parties
would swoop Jown without warning. \'aluablcs '\'crc
buried or otherwise cleverly concc:1led, while the meat
W~!i s:lvcd hy placing it under a false roof in thc smoke-
house. Trcnchcs and brcastworks remained in :!:e mcadows
along creekbanks until the ~olf grccn '\':IS l;cvelopcd in
recent ycars. This p~rt of thf: sprcading lawn has never
bccn under cull ivation, having been used for over a
hundred ~.C:.r, as pasture lands.

The hC;tti:iful fami'~' cclYlctery, enclosed by an iron
fl~ncc, is n"rth of the house. '-(crc I_vsander and Elizahcth
~1cGavock rcst with thcir si:. ::hildrc'n-Ephraim, Cynthia.
S:1Jly, Emil~', Hugh, and M:lr-;arct. Here also arc resting
the bodies of Mr. and Mr~. I.vsander Haves and Mc-i Gavock Haves. -'

. ::,t~.:.,.x.. """"'" ~,~~'u.J¥;ii: ';~'I;:;;;",,".~~:'~\".i\~..,.i:.. In 1956 the property ,vas leased b~' the famil~. to the
. . Brcnt'\.(;Jd Country Cluh. With its '\llite columns gleam-,'lldlt."al/, h,/,it a.'I tile hOllle of IJllsonder McGavocl, . th h . t f I] ' d d h d t ., . Ing roug a VIS a () ro Ing mea ows an s a e rees, It

is one of the most imposing sites t(\ be follnd in an area
Larnton. abounding in elc!!ant ante-helllim homes.Part of the tract of land on which Mid,\'ay was built -
was inherited bv Elizahcth Crockett (1795-1862) who
marricd l_ysand~r McGavock in the early 1820s. while Mount'iie,,"
some of it was hollght from her brothers. Her parents.
James and Marv Drakc Crockett, had come to Wil]iamsol~
Collnty when ~lcmbers of th~ ~r?ct;ctt family migratcd :7 /
hcr\.' from \\'vthc C(\U:1tV. \'Irt!:nla. and settled arollnc! -- . r

.' ., "'-- .
Bren~wood In 179~. . . -. -I_~=~~ ~

Mldwav was buIlt In ] ~47 aftcr thc first home hllrned. ,'c ~/~1""-""""~-""~-::';::~
Its walls 'rose frf1m slavemade hricl; on a foundation of "'~~.,. .'-~~:"'"' ,ci;;1W :;1 ~~'~.!,. n:l! ivc. limestonc hlo:ks and other materials. salvaged fron. ~. '

IItill. ruins of the earlier housl:. For a long tIme two of thc r
0;..1 servant houscs and thc smokehouse with it's nail- b ;'7::"" ~
Sluddt'd ,~oor, hugc iron key, and hcwn poplar salting troll,;I, .

J Iremained behind Ihc house recalling a distant past. '
A large "spring flowed from the soutllern slope of a ;

hillsile overhung bv venerable oaks ,\'hose boughs had .. - '.., ..
~ . ;i"," -~"c.

shaded the redman long before white settlcrs came with , ~;~-""",~"",,~,":'ii"':;,~,:~. ,- :--
axcs, spades and ploughs to ravage the area's natura] f,;

ncauty. Its waters rcfrl:shed man and beast for countIes,
'.cars and whcn the railr03d was being run through Brent-
~ood it was pipcd to thc construction site. It gave its i\lountl';(~u', OI!!"C the Rozelle place
name, "Good Springs". to a post officc and stagecoach
tavern on thc pikc near the Little Harpeth Rivcr. The Onc of the beautiful ante-bellum Brentwood homes is
tavern \\'as operated b~' the Ormes fami)y with ,\'hom :-'Iountview located on the west side of Highway 31 in
L~'sander McGavock traded land to straighten bound:lry spreading lawns and flanked by rolling farm lands. Built
lines. during the early part of thc ) 860s by William A, Davis,

During thc. war Midwa~' ~'itncssed severa) sharp it is the home of Mr. and Mrs. C. P. Wilson today.
skirmishes and then shcltercd the wound cd of both sides. Buck Davis, as hc was more gcnerally kno~'n, married
It scrved as headquarters for various comm3nding officers. JlJuith Robertson O\\'en, the d,~ughter of Everett Owcn
and its grollnds became the final resting place for at least ,\'h(l~c fine, brick home '\';J~ nearh~'. The Davisc~ werc
one Fedcral soldier. During those grim days, Captain livii1~' here ~'hen, late one autumn evening in 1865, a lone
J()~('ph Harris, \\'hose mother was a niece of Lysander horscman stoppcd and asked shclter for the night. He
M.;':r;lVOck, and who had grown up at Mid\\'ay with his introduced himsclf as :\shlcy Rozell and said that his
si,;.,'" aftcr thcir mothers death. managed .to slip home home was on Ston('s Ri\cr in Smyrna near the Sam Davis
for :J few day's visit. He '\as captured and imprisoned in rcsidcncc. As he talked ,\'ith his host before retiring, he
Ohio until his falhcr, a Feder;:! officer. could securc his mentioned that he '\as on hi~ way to Franklin where he

-~ - .
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A historical marker detailing
Midway mansion was
unveiled last week In front
of Brentwood Country Club.
Doing the job were T. Vance
LIttle (left), Brentwood his-
torian; Gladys Hullett, a rep-
resentative of the Nine-Hole
Ladles Golf Group which
raised the funds for the
sign; and Richard Belsito,
BCC president and a home-
owner.
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8tJA ~dwaYllI;!n~lon. club hoU!iC to t~e Brentwood Co~t~, Oub for 32 years, still.looks the pMrt ?f an old
,.. South plllntatiun hu~. It lake:; Its n:ame from being half way be~en-Nashvllle Mnd Franklin. ~2~ :;-, of the ~dwllY farm land Is to be used for b.uilding new houses. ,

I ' . ~

'Good Spring' figures in Midway history
- . FROM, Page 1 . eartb~oo having been obllleJlited Of the original ~ four -

house -.- built of lIomemade brick by co~rucUon - McGavock des- Roach, ElaIne Gary, Cooper Holt ~
and surrounded by slave quarters cendants llave lllJes of ~unded sol- Leo Wege - are still active In,the
and oUIer building; nec~ tOothe dlers being tended In the old lIouse's dub, Rooch said "There were a lot
operntlon of a major plantation - hallwa~ one federal ~ty was of 'Old Franklin' people 10 It at fliR,
was a fine, red crown for the lich, burled on the place. Bowman but now It's aln¥N all ne~ " , '
rolling18Jki that swept upward records tllat al~ a century atter he satd.
towilTd It like the folds of a royal the ronfilct's end, McGavock Hayes "Severn! counlI)' music artists
rObe discovered his grandfllther's Con- t ' II I. fed were me ~a VllnOUS ~ n-

MicW'.jy's Ilntebellum splendor can ernte SV:°rd, hidden for deClldes cludlng FIlI"OII Young and Billy Walk.
still be seen, beautifully mainlllJned In Midway s walts. Th Gatlin broth "
by the coonlI)' club. But IIfiOther of Uke the prehistoric Native Ameri- er. e ers ~ oow-

the plantation's ~re intere;ting CIlI15, the McGavock, Clockett and In the early da~ "Cousin" Minnie
building; untOrtwlately no longer Huyes families maintain a symbolic Pearl, a f~r member 8Jki eIIttIu-
stand,;. hold on tile land even today. In a siastJc user of tile tennis COUJ'5.

DescrllxJd by Bowman In ber book grove behind the ~OII, J~ a few "~to call U the CXXAntnest coun-
Historic Williamson County MId. feet from the clubho~ Lysander try dub she'd ever seen." Roach ~
way's SOXIkeliouse stood until recent McGovock lies with his wife and allied. "Back then on a Saturday
years, Its "nail-studded door huge children in a small cemetery ~ ~mIng, file ~kIng tcX would be -,

Iron key and hewn poplar ~IIII& majestic granite markers point full of pickup trucks - of course, Irs
trougli" ~1II in place. skyward in Incongruous J~itloo all Cadlliacs /lOW."

In a 1964 speech during ground- with swimming pool and golf carts. As future constnIctIon ~ !!Ie
breatd~ cere~ntes for an IIdditioo It's easy to get n~c In an old landscape, the dub - which will
to the COUDlI)' club, Mrs. McGovock cenX!tery - not so easy wltll Febru- own Its own land tor the first UnX! -
Hayes told of tile family's using a Dry rain pouling Into your golf cart will Improve the golf~, raistn&
"fatse roor' in the s~kehouse as a - but the fact Is, the McGavocks some of tile greens as nwcb 8& ~
biding place for meat during the avo were fanKIUS for knowing how to feet, satd RooctL
II War. ' have a good time. And II they could As for changes in Midway -

As the s~kehouse supplied meat, have seen their plantatJon<UmO>Un- called "the d~" by ~
the spring poured forth good water try dub dulill& the past three dec- - the club has DO plan for drnsUc
for MidwdY folk und ~y lIS adffi, they'd probably llave enjoyed changes yet, RoocII iBId 00 8 golf
well. At ~me point it was protected It as much as tile members. cart ride ~ the COW!Ie. A q.--
by a large, stooe splinghouse, tile With muclilaugilter and reminlsc. UolUl8Jre on the subject Is being dr-
wdJls of Which stili stand. When the Ing, CecIl Roach desclibed the 1955 cuJated, he added.
railroad was built through Brent- p~ of turning a stately mIInsion Whatever ~ ~ next 00
wood in the mid-18~ pipes were Into Ii counlI)' club. The land to tile the old McCRIvock plantaUon. It
IuId from It Ilnd Iuborers were treat- south of the ho~ was Ideat for a seemed cer1atn, that RX)nIiog last
cd to lr.tooI fresh~ golf course, never having been culU. week, that they might tIXIch but ClOt

Just "Jew ycars Ilfter the r.1lll'Olld vated, he said. atter ~'s beart.
hands dmnk from It, the spring be- On the ntglit tlla! construction of As rain sluiced down Its old stOlle
carne a refuge for tllirsty soldiers. the swinuning pool was compleled watls, the everiasUng splill& was
The fields knew figlitJng then, not "we stayed up all nigllt, filling the scrubbing laot. red-end-wI\Ite goU
cultivati.Qn, as Confederates and Un- pool for the Fourth of July party," ~Is with the ~ ~ ~
100 soldiers skim1isbed on the roll. Roach recalled, cbuckling. "The wa- with which It ooce cle8nSed 1<& sr-
I~ 11111:;. ter was 57 degTeffi, but when It was rowheads. After uocoUDtable rentu-

AJtlloUj;ll no m;Irk of war remains full, we Juinped In with our dothe; riffi, the water was still so dear tlla!
visible 00 the land ~ CoofederaJe -J¥I." .;;.. - - - nnlv Ita mIWw... -II vWiM8... ,'. . ~ ... -
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HE LARGE spring was not the .Ing T bnJy clear-n:mntng water on the:..b 8 ' . grounds, and pIoneers In the ~Iy ,-
8 19th century gave the area the ap-Ig spnng, propriate If unlX>etic ~ "Good .. ,~..

fu I 1m Spring;," For a while that designa. - .

e S e tion served to ~ the little settle-. .,

ment, which was situated on the w~
prong of the ~ River - into

BRENlWOOD - To call this Which the larp 'spring flows.
large spring the heart of BrentwOOd In th~ days travelers between

i WOuld oot be eXBf,geratiD& tor FranklIn and Nashvtlle took their - : :

throughout ~rded ~ it has nev- re.1 at the local stagecoach inn oper.
er ~ to p~ life into thjs fer- ated by a farnUy ~ ~ In .
tile region. 1827, two years before the property's

<?De of the few spots that has re- first great manor house began to ~ -..Q.-- , ffia1ned 810m change1~ in this on the slope aoove, the area's first - -- . 4 198'

rnpidly changing area. the spring ottidal ~ office was ~blished 8 W edn,esd.q.v I Mar~, .
and the rolling acres around it are nearby and called GOOd Spring;. -,;
part of the property known locally as Described by local historian Vir-
the Brentwood Country Qub" ginla Bowman as a "McGavocok "

One factor in keeping the spot on stronghold, " Lysander McGavock's :i;

busy Highway 31 unchanged is that hO~ was one of many fine ho~ I:,
d~ts of the McGavock fami- built m the region by membe~ of I:, Iy, WhO, developed the acreage as a the McGavock family during that~'

ANNplantation, held on to the spring and era. I
adjacent lands for 160 years, leasing 'MOSS
it to the country club for the past 32 L YSA;NDER McGavOCok's father, BrnS .
y~ DaVId M~vock, and Randal ~ ,,~

But dIange is coming. According McGavock, hIS uncle - builder of
to a club SlX>kesman. the land re- Camton - had acquired ffia$ive
cenUy was sold to a developer who acreage in the 178Os, accounting for, =

tp~ to build new ho~ there, al- th,e un~ number of g;reat ho~ . Ti roes Pas .,

though an agree~ has been WIth McGavOCok connections. ~ ~ ~ .

reached that Will enable the dub to Whenj.ysander Mct.iavock mar-
purchase part of the property, in- ried ElWabeth Crockett, Mid\'4iy'S ~
duding the spring. history was linked with ~ther of ., '

the area's earliest famlli~ Aniving ,';, 'D UNNING WATER is an ab- , ' in 1799, her an~rs were ~
RsoIute' ~ty for a golf . the first to settle near GOOd Spring;.course, .. said Cecil Roach, one of ~ -. The fim McGavock house was d~

, four original ~ still active in stroyed by fire in 1846, and "Mid- : ~
the dub. "No matter how dry it gets way,"its replacement, was complet-. '-
in the summer, the spring never' ed'the next year and named tor Its '

J " ~ running. " I~tlon halfway between FranklIn

In,the long history of this place, ! :~NashviUe" :. \ ,,:.Y' -
running water has been n~ .~, . WIlen Complete, the ~c manor I r
for .mu.ch more than golfing. and in. :t:-. PLEASE S

P 2 ~.telling Its story - from wilde~ ~e age "
to p1antatlon to country club, to its , .
p~ reincarnation as a residen- i '

tjaI develop~ - the spring Is an ,
idealstartingpoint "

For untold centwies before the ~ -rivalofwhitepI~NaUve~-. - . . .--' "..'" . - '- :::'._',~.-:'
icam and migratory wildlife shared :.
this miracle of everIast1ng water,IrS"
said tbat ~ ~ winter ralm. : :
stllJ l~ ancient tools from the :~-::grouM - anowh~ broken ' . :
~-J)OintS - evidence that even '
~ loog.vanished inhabitants have: .
oot quite let go of thjs 1800. Many 01.:,. . ...
~ reli<s are now h~ In the '"'"~~Ian Institutioo. " ~ '
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BOYD .lJc.VAIR,¥ 110.11/:.". FROY.~ "'.~TER COLOR (BY E, CALVERT, 18i5).

Thr Civil "",'or lrft holls!! alld gardl'n 'l('rl'c~'ed" "a
!Jhostly remind!!r of a brilliant past."

MIDWAY
The McGavock - Hayes Place

Nashville

PHOTO BY COYYER'::'!. PHOTO,"'_'PH CO.

A )IILESTOXE in the history of Tell-
nessee, Oil a hill bet,veen Franklin anti
Nashville, stands llid,vay, the home
of the McGavock-Hayes family. Built
in 1847, of bricl. made by servants on
the place, ,vith a foundatioll of 10c/;1l
limestolle blocks, the presellt house i;;
a memento of a still more distant p.1St,
the building materials having been sa 1-
vageu from the burned ruins of an ear-
lier home.

During the Civil '\Var, )fid,v/;lY
served as headqu/;lrters for more thall
one Genernl, and 'V1\S the scelle of sev-
er~1l skirmishes h. .t,vcell the Collfed-
erates mId the I"euerals. '!'hcre ,\'as
sharp figJlting 011 its la'vlI anti UIlder
trees ,vhic.J1 still ;.h.lde the grounus.
The ,voUllded from both sides fOllllU The oltl home ()f the .11cGat'o('l.:-llaye,~ jomily,
shelter ,vithill its '.:1118.

Lillkill.g the place ,vith mlldl t!arlier Jlif;tor~' ifl the l'he g'nrdell, perpetll/;lted since 1840, has among iti;
fact that nn Indinn moulI<1, re:l('hed by :l IlilrrO\V pas- many flo,\'ers the old pinl. ercpe m~-rtles, bush honey-
S/;lgC, mn~' bc seell on the pl~I('e. l'Jle r()li(:~ fOWIU ill its suckles, and moss roses.
depths are lIO\V in the l.eeping of tl mUSl'um. ,,\. Itlrge spring flo'vs from the southern slope of the

Still ill the possessiO\I of ueflccJl(l:wts of its first hill site, overhung b~' t,vo vellerahle oak trees of tre-
o,vner, Mid,vay htlS beell relllnrkahl~' ,"ell preservcu. mendous size, ,vhich afforded shade for the red man 183
The ;;erVallts' quarters and the 01<1 smokehouse, ,vith long before the white mnll penetrated the forests to
its lIail-stndded door, nnd its hu~e iroll key, remtlill. 11proot him from his home. .


